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on THE ‘EDMUNDS ‘BILL. 


(From the Record of Jan. 8, 1886.) 


Mr ‘President, section 12 2 the Control and 
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‘To my mind there can be no question 
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of political rights and privileges and 
of all rights for the purpose of sup- 


pressing and destroying it. That is 
manifestly the object of this section 
and of this bill, and is avowed in the 
argument and 'the discussion of the 


gress or any set of men to say what i is 
religion or what is not. In the days 
when the English Parliament under- 
took so to declare, a committee of the 
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Shall not be token for public 
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her most respected citizens, a venerable gentleman over seventy yeara of age, 
pending an appeal from his sentence for acknowledging his wives, was re- 
quired to give bail in the sum of $15,000. United States law in Utah, just 
now, is a most curious tbing. Tt 


Salt! Lake papers the! death, on the 15th ult., of Mrs ‘Charles Read, 
daughter of Counselor Daniel H. Wells, President of the European Mission, 
and his wife. Martha Harris 1 the latter of whom was present at her 
daughter's death. The D ews thus speaks of her: “* Deseret Wells 
Read, or Dessie as she was Tate nown among her intimate friends, 
was born i in this valley, whence she takes her name, on the 18th of April, 
1853, and has resided here all her life, where she was surrounded by friends 
and admirers of her worth, ‘only limited by the number of her acquaintances, 
A pure and noble spirit bar passed to its eternal rest. Peace to her ashes, 
and of rest the of the sorrowing 
househ | 


A terrible in No. 4 mine at Wysining, on the 
night of the 12th ult. There were eleven men and two boys in the mine who 
were all killed. Among them were Henry Cummock, of Almy, John Peak, 
of South Weber, and Joseph and William Evans, of Cache Co. Hud the acci- 
dent occurred in the day time, ‘between twp and three hundred would have 
been killed.. An eye witness of the explosion says: The fire and flames 
issuing from the mouth of the slope continued to come for three minutes, 
and during that time there was a hiasing noise, deafening i in the extreme. No 
one can realize the amount of gas that was in the mine. ‘The flames were in 
the air as nearly as I can estimate 600 or. 800 feet. They extended over half 
a mile from the mouth of the slope, and during that time the timber, rock, 
iron, wheels of cars, coal and all manner of debris were flying ‘through the 
air. Rocks went clear through houses. omen were flying in their night 
clothes, almost crazy with fear, The whole earth was shaking. I could not 
stand on my feet, but was Knocked from one! place to another,” 25 


Hon. William Jennings, a highly respected and prominent citizen of Utah, 
| died at his home in Salt Lake City on the 15th ult; His name has been a 
conspicuous one in the history of Utah, and his death will make a gap in the 
rankslof her solid, influential citizens that will not be easily filled. He was 
the son of Isaac and Jane Thornton Jennings, and was born at Yardley, near 

| Birmingham, England, un September 13, 1823. He emigrated to America in 
1847, and in 1851 married a Miss Jane Walker, a Latter-day Saint, in St. 
Joseph, Missouri, and through that marriage was led to go to Utah in 1852, 
although not at that time a member of the Church. Here he rapidly accu- 
mulated wealth, and for some years has been regarded as the wealthiest man 
among the Latter-day Saints and perhaps in the Territory. Soon after he 
vent to Utah he embraced the Gospel, and went on a mission to Carson 
Valley i in 1866, returning the following year. He was one of the original 
organizers. of the Utah Central andj Utah Southern railroads, was a member 
of the Legislature, and for. several years Superintendent of Z. C. M. I. He 
was mayor olf Salt Lake City between 1882 and ARR ong filled, all these 
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THE ATONEMENT. 

TRR sacrifice of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, by which He made an 
atonement for the sins of the world, is the great fundamental principle of 
the Gospel, and upon it is based the whole superstrueture of human redemp- 
tion. Without our entire and unqualified acceptance, of this great truth we 
cannot take the first step in that divine plan of salvation that is, designed to 
bring us back into the presence of our Heavenly Father, and lift us entirely 
above the influence of evil and redeem us from every consequence of sin. It 
is as necessary that we receive and confess this principle of the Atonement, 
as it is that we acknowledge the existence of God, and the Savior Himself 
beautifully associates these two great truths in the saying, And this is life 
eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, | 
whom thou hast sent” (John xvii, 3). 

Great and important as this principle of the Atonement i is, we are entirely 
dependent upon revelation for its enunciation and proof. Unlike many 
truths with which we are acquainted, a knowledge of it cannot be acquired 
by a process of human reasoning. The mind with all its subtle Powers of 
analysis, analogy and induction, could never achieve a discovery or compre- 
hension of it. We cannot demonstrate it as we would a mathematical theo- 
rem, and yet it is all important that we should understand it, for there is 
none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 

The inability of human reason, alone, to achieve the knowledge of this 
great truth, makes the doctrine of the Atonement exceedingly distasteful to 
many learned and scientific men, and some of them have been so puffed up in 
the pride of their intellectual attainments as to call in question the philosophy 
and truth of the whole doctrine of vicarious atonement. Nor has this 
been confined to purely scientific men; it has invaded some of the most in- 
fluential pulpits of modern times, and many popular preachers of the day, 
notably in America, are known to have ‘serious doubts as the seen, and 
efficacy of our Savior's blood being shed for the sins of the world. uu 

The principle of faith enables us to lay hold of this great doctrine whieh is 
so essential to our salvation, and brings a conviction’ of ‘its’ truth to our 
minds, “There is a spirit in mati, and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth 
them understanding.“ Faith is the gift of God, but many fail to e tereise it, and 
if not exereised it becomes weak and impotent. It is a contempt of this Principle 
of faith and a proud reliance upon their own powers of mind that cam 
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much, * the learned of this, world. In the pride; of their 
mr pean they lose that, humility, which is 80 essential to the possession 
of faith. iene epee necessarily so, for we haye instances of 
ii 157 w om; have been ted great faith, with the highest, development of 
intellect. But it ie the fashion, of many to.glorify, human reason, while they 
ignore the, principle of faith as, unworthy. of. their consideration. Such will 
never come to a knowledge of God, and Jesus Christ whom He has sent, for 
they reject. the only means by which such knowledge can be obtained. They 
cast down the only ladder: by which these heighta can be, reached. They are 
tempted to look upon the doctrine of the Atonement as a curious legend of 
what Prince Bismarck calls Christian Mythology. Faith leads to a recep- 
tion of the Gospel which brings the Holy Ghost, by means of which a know- 
ledge of God and of His Son Jesus Christ can be obtained. No other means 
will secure it. Money can not purchase it, nor human wiadom attain, to it. 
The conflicting and vague ideas of the present so-called Christian sects and 
churehes.i in relation to the all important doctrine of the Atonement; afford 
one proof among many that they have departed: from the simple and pure 
principles. of early. Christianity, and such a condition is the legitimate con- 
sequence. of: the absence of the light of revelation and the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost to lead them. No one can suppose for a moment, that this un 
oertainty as to the scope.and effect of the Atonement existed with the ancient 
Apostles. Fancy, if you can, Paul advocating one thing in relation to it and 
Peter another, and James and John each understanding it differently from 
the rest! Let this would be similar to the spectacle afforded us by the reli- 
gious teachers of this generation. Some hold that the saving power of the 
Atonement is restricted to a favored few, who are predestined: to be saved, 
irrespective of any acts of their on, while the great. bulk of, mankind are 
entirely unaffected. by it and are, predestined; to eternal. perdition, and that no 
act of theirs can affect this inevitable and fearful, result. Others go to 
another, extreme, and declare that through. the Atonement, all. will be. saved 
who adopt and profess a mere beliaf in Jeaus Christ. But even this latter class, 
which just now are very numerous, although, they, make the terms of salva, 
tion 30 very easy that they can be complied with by the red handed murderer 
as he is about to be launched into eternity, restrict. the opportunities for 
salvation, to this life, and hold out no hope to the countless millions who 
have lived and died on the earth without 80 much as hearing the name of 
Jesus, and consequently: could not profess a belief in Him. Again, many 
deny the redeeming effect of the Atonement upon infants who have died 
without the privilege of passing through a ceremony they are incapable of 
understanding; and to sum up, there is as much diversity in men's ideas 
upon this important subject as upon any other principle connected with the 
Gospel. Now let us see what the Scriptures ha ve to say of the efficacy and 
scope of the Atonement in the salvation. of the human family; and we will 
first notice the condition of that very large proportion of them who die in 
infaacy,or before arriving at the age of undemtanding and ee ac- 
countability for their aatianas. 
wonld that the status of. these little childeen could: 
stood, ande determined by the saving of our Savior in relation to them: 
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“Gaffer little children to come unto me and forbid them not! fot of such is 
the kingdom of God.” No intident’ in our Savior’s brief mission On” = 
more beautifully illustrates His human tenderness aud divine 'inaje : 
the ons that called forth these ‘words... Glorious words that have We 
comfort to many an afflicted mother as ahe resigned ber infant to the iner. 
orable demand of the angel of death; ‘tender words as they gently rebuked 
the disciples in their well meant efforts to save Him from the importunities 
of fond mothers eager to obtain the divine blessing upon the innocent beings 
they bore in their arms; majestic words that should forever silence the ‘horrid 
doctrine of infant depravity that libels divinity as it outrages humanity. ' On 
another occasion Jesus told His disciples: “ Verily I say unto you, Except ye 
be converted, and become us little children, ye shall not enter into the king- 
dom of heaven” (Matt: xviii, 3). Again, when our Savior’ commanded His 
Apostles to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature,” 
the conditions of salvation were belief and baptism, the former ‘of which 
would be impossible for infants to comply with, and we must therefore be- 
lieve them to enjoy, unconditionally, the redemption from original sin wrought — 
by the Atonement, or to be excluded from it until age might bring them the 
opportunity and privilege of complying with the conditions of salvation. 
But if we adopt this latter view we are confronted with the fact that about 
one-half the human family die in infancy. The ingenuity of modern Chris- 
tendom has devised’ a means of saving a small proportion of these by a curious 
ceremony called infant baptism, but which bears no resemblance to the ‘ordi- 
nance of Christianity ‘called baptism, and also by a form of sponsorship and 
responsibility assumed by godfathers and godmothera; and for which also 
there is not the slightest authority in the sacred Scriptures. Consequently 
the saying of our Savior: “ He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” 
has in the case of those who die in infancy been interpreted to mean, “They 
who are sprinkled with a few drops of holy water, and have their godfathers 
and godmothers make certain promises and assume certain responsibilities in 
their name shall be saved.” But these forms are open to the fatal objection 
that they are man-made, and have no warrant in any revelation given by our 
Heavenly Father to mankind, and’ strongly remind us of the saying of our 
Savior: In vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the command- 
ments of men” (Mark xii, 7). But even if we were disposed to accept this 
humanly devised ‘doctrine, and admit its efficacy in the salvation of the com- 
paratively few children to whom it applies, what shall we say of the many 
millions of infants who have died without the privilege of being sprinkled 
with the consecrated water, and have had no godfathers nor godmothers? 
Well, we have this to say, while it is only the ingenuity of man that has in- 
‘vented a doctrine to save a comparatively few infants from perdition, it is 
only the fiat of man that has condemned any of them to such a fate, which is 
opposed to the spirit of true „ as illustrated . the. words of our 
Renter we have quoted, 
| “In all that the Scriptures tell us of tho great day of Judgment, there ie not 
an intimation of guilt or punishment attaching to mankind’ for the sin: of 
‘their first parents, usually called original sin. But on the other hand we are 
‘continually reminded that old and young, great and small, will ‘be ' judged by 
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the deeds they have done in the body. Jesus on one occasion told His dis- 
ciples: “For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his 
angels: und then be shall reward every man according to his works“ (Matt. 
xvi, 27). Faul also wrote to, the Corinthians: “ For we must all appear be- 
fore the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done 
in his body, ‘according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad“ 
(2 Cor. v, 10). These passages might be multiplied to prove that mankind 
will not be for and in a for the 
children. 

While it is thus quite from the of the Bible that 
demption of this large class of the human family is secured by the Atone- 
ment of Jesus Christ, the Latter-day Saints have access to revelations that 
determine this fact in the most. positive manner. When Jesus, after His 
resurrection, appeared to the Nephites, He commanded that their little chil- 
dren should be brought to Him, and He took them, one by one, and blessed 
them. And the people looked “and they saw the heavens open, and 


they saw angels. descending out of heaven as it were, in the midst of 
fire; and they came down and encireled those little ones about, and 


they were encircled about with fire; and the angels did minister unto 
them” (Book of Mormon, page 616), Moroni, a great Prophet, who lived 
upon the American continent about 400 years after the birth of our 
Savior, says: But little children are alive in Christ, even from the 
foundation of the world; if not so, God is a partial God, and also a changeable 
God, and a respecter to persons; for how many little children have died with- 
out baptism..........For awful is the wickedness to suppose that God saveth 
one.child because of baptism, and the other must perish because he hath no 
baptism..........Little children cannot repent; wherefore it is awful wickedness 
to deny the pure mercies of God unto them, for they are all alive in him be- 
cause of his.mercy. And he that saith, That little children need baptism, 
denieth the mercies of Christ, and setteth at naught the atonement of him 
and the power of his redemption: Wo unto such, for they are in danger of 
death, hell, and an endless torment. ‘Tspeak it boldly, God hath commanded 
me” (Book of Mormon, page 617) 3 

In a revelation given to the Prophe Joseph, the Lord says: “But behold, I 
say unto you, that little children are redeemed from the foundation of the 
world through mine Only Begotten: Wherefore they cannot sin, for power 
is not given unto Satan to tempt, little children, until they begin to become 
accountable before me” (Doc. and Cov. sec. xxix, verses 46, le 

Jesus also say: “Every. spirit of man was innocent in the beginning, and 
God! having redeemed man from the fall, men became again in their infant 
state, innocent before God” (Doc. and Cov. see. eiii, verse 38). 

‘While these quotations from the Book of Mormon and Doctrine aril Cove- 
nants will nos be accepted as authoritative by. our readers who are not of our 
faith, they may be read with interest as showing the perfect agreement be- 
tween 1 acti the in the ‘doctrine that little children are re- 
des mec of our Savior, if die in 
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